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Legislation, no 
Consensus, yes 

•  Constitutional Right to Freedom of Education 
•  Government may not prescribe educational 

content, but commissions scholarly institutes 
to develop guidelines 

•  Scale matters! 
 
 



The education system 
for young children 

•  age 2-4: childcare centers and preschool 
playgroups 

•  age 4-6: elementary school (Kindergarten is 
integrated in elementary school as year 1, 2) 



•  age 4-6 Developed by SLO - National Institute 
for Curriculum Development and University of 
Amsterdam  
–  standards for ‘school entry’ (age 4) and for ‘end year 

2’ (age 6) 
–  no standards for ‘end year 1’ to allow for differences 

in development 
•  age 2-4 developed by regional educational 

service, derived from SLO standards  

Standards for  
language development 





•  Oral language (e.g. vocabulary, oral fluency, 
  listening), ca. 20 goals 
 
•  Literacy (e.g. book orientation, story 
  comprehension, phonemic awareness), ca. 20 goals 
  
•  Language awareness (e.g. reflection on 
  language), 3 goals 
 
  

Domains specified 



Examples 

Age 3 
•  (Vocabulary size not 
specified) 
•  Enjoys songs and stories with 
rhymes 
•  Shows some understanding 
of the rules of spoken 
language 
•  Understands that illustrations 
and text together constitute a 
story 

Age 4 
•  Has a receptive 
vocabulary of on average 
4,000 words 
•  Becomes aware of the 
sounds in words 
•  Describes everyday 
actions, such as eating and 
going to bed 
•  Can retell a story with the 
help of illustrations 
 



Examples 

Age 4 
•  Has a receptive 
vocabulary of on average 
4,000 words 
•  Becomes aware of the 
sounds in words 
•  Describes everyday 
actions, such as eating and 
going to bed 
•  Can retell a story with 
the help of illustrations 

Age 6 
•  Has a receptive 
vocabulary of on average 
7,000 words 
•  Recognizes phonemes in 
words 
•  Uses complex language 
functions, such as reasing 
and drawing conclusions 
•  Can retell a story with or 
without the help of 
illustrations 

	
  



How do these standards enter the preschool and 
school practice? They need to be adopted by 
school boards, governing boards of child care 
agencies etc. 
 
Standards are implemented by: 
•  ECE program developers 
•  preservice training institutes 
•  inservice training institutes (e.g. Sardes) 

Adoption and 
implementation 



How do teachers measure children’s 
achievement with regard to the standards? 
 
•  Standardized tests (Cito National Center for 
  Educational Measurement) 
•  Formal observation systems 
•  Informal daily observations 

Measurement 



School practice 
1.  Collect, analyse 

and interpret data 

 

2. Formulate goals 

 

 3. Decide on plan 
and method 

  

4. Execute plan, 
evaluate, adjust 

 



Advantages 
Standards help to look critically at your 
curriculum, e.g. does it cover all the language 
domains? 
Standards help to base teaching on goals rather 
than activities. 
Disadvantages 
Standards are intimidating 
Lot of work to work according to these cycles 
 

Teacher perceptions 



 How are the standards included in the accountability 
system? 

 
Inspectorate ECE supervisory framework 
Quality indicators: 
1.  Conditions  
2.  Parents 
3.  Quality of delivery 
4.  Development, guidance and care 
5.  Quality assurance 
6.  Alignment between preschool and early school  
7.  Outcomes 

Accountability 



Inspectorate ECE supervisory framework 

 
Indicator ‘quality of delivery’: 
The program is considered to provide adequate 
coverage of activities if it meets the SLO targets for 
oral language, literacy and language awareness. 
 
(in guidelines for using the framework) 
 

Accountability 



Conducted by Inspectorate 2009-2012 
 
Quality varies widely across sites 
 
Many sites found wanting with regard to: 
•  parent involvement 
•  care and guidance 
•  quality assurance 
•  alignment preschool-early school 

i.e. quality of delivery is generally found to be adequate! 
  

First national quality 
survey 



•  Teachers unaware of standards, tend to be guided 
by program activities 
•  Standards used indiscriminately, without regard for 
differences between children or between groups 
•  Teachers opposed to standards  
•  Recent trend to focus less on basic skills (National 
Education Council) may feed teacher resistance 
 
 

Challenges 
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•  Language standards: yes or no? 
•  Estandares en lenguaje: si o no? 

Issues 



•  If no (no standards), how to improve quality? 
•  Como mejorar la educacion sin estandares? 

Issues 



From standards to outcomes: 
1.  adoption of standards in 

teacher training 
2.  inclusion in curriculum 
3.  measuring outcomes, 

based on the standards 
4.  monitoring of teaching, 

based on the standards 

Issues 

De los estandares a los 
resultados: 

1.  adopcion de estandares en el 
entrenamiento a maestros 

2.  su inclusion en el curriculo 
3.  medicion de resultados, 

basandose en los estandares\ 
4.  monitoreo del desempeno 

docente, basado en los 
estandares 


